A nova is a close binary system, where one component is a white dwarf. A nova exhibits a sudden and rapid increase in its brightness because of thermonuclear reactions on the surface of the white dwarf that is accreting hydrogen-rich material from its smaller mass companion star.These explosions liberate about 10 45 ergs of energy within a few weeks, thus making novae some of the most luminous transient sources in the sky and, therefore, powerful standard candles for measuring intergalactic distances (1,2). In addition nova surveys in external galaxies can be used to determine the average number of nova outbursts per year, the nova rate, and this rate can be used to estimate the contribution of novae to the chemical evolution of the parent galaxy (3) and their potential to be gamma-ray producers (4) . Despite the importance of novae, they are difficult to detect and observe in external galaxies with 2 to 4 m class telescopes. Here we used the 8.2 meter Very Large Telescope (VLT) to search for novae in NGC 1316, the parent galaxy of the type Ia Supernovae 1980N and 1981D. The observations were performed during nine nights between 25 December 1999 to 19 January 2000. They were carried out in service mode at the VLT equipped with the FORS-1 instrument 1 (focal reducer/low dispersion spectrograph) and a 2048 by 2048 charged coupled device (CCD) camera with a projected pixel size of 0.2 arc seconds and a field of view of 6.8 x 6.8 arc minutes. Each 20-minute exposure was imaged with filter B (in the Bessel photometric system), sometimes complemented by V and I. The background light due to the galaxy was removed by applying a median filter to each image, which was successively subtracted from the original frame. This pro-
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